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·wash:ngton, JC 20460 

May K 201L: 

Dear fvis iVicCa:t:";y, 

KELLY FRAASCH 
Commissioner, Ward 5 

Mt LiJbanon Mu::icipaiity 
710 Washington i~oad 
Pittsburg\ PA. ~ 5228 

Thank ym. ver•/ nJch fo~ your smv!ce to oJr country a.1d your !eaaership of the EPA. YoJ have an 
exceiie:1t :e::H.ta!ion as an advocate for common-sense straiegies to pmtect public health and :he 
environment along v1ith lead r.g the EPA. 

want tc share with you a grave concern I peiscnali)' have zs a resident in my commvnit}' but also as a 
citizen in tl1is country. i believe it speaks to the heart of you; mission and roie with the EPA. 

an a Commissioner in a smail suburb of Pittsburgh just 6 square miles with 33,000 people. As you know 
Pittsburgh area residents, community leaders a ,d elected officials have ta~:en great pride in the eftorts 
made to combat the history of pollution in our waterways and air. We understand we have a long way to 
go, but have ·::ome a very long way in recent decades. Nothing is quick or easy when it comes to making 
widespread systemic changes. 

!n 2012. as a ·oce1tly electea :::ommissioner, I began leaming about the desire ior some residents to add 
aitificial turf fer ot..i community. My 'nilial concerns about artificial turf stemmed from basic common 
knowledge abou~ t1e high risk of infections and the bums from rubbing on the plastic blades. I was also 
aware that at 1 etes tend to piefer grass over turf to prevent toe. foot, ankle and knee injuries. 

However given 'ilU.tiple items of inforna·1on from an advocate of turf. I beg:m reading several studies that 
left far more questions than answers. The inconsistencies bothered me. I understand it's a very complex 
issue but feel st-o1gly further review is necessary which cads me to you. 

Turf providers boast that tf1ey are growing and grow ng with more and more fie ds be.ng pia ceo throughout 
t11e coJ:try. The growth in the industry is occurring because advocates of t.uf are ovshing harder and 
harder on e'ecteo officials to invest in artiflcial 'ieids typically with tax dollan. 
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-u:-' advocates are pushir.g to see c 1i'dren as young as :tuce on these tun suriaces playing to: soccer and !-bali. As a :no\her. l know thai you t.rdcrstand a young cl'i:d's attraction to seei1g ti1y pe:lets o1 hre :;rumbs. They are g:>ir'g to want tJ ~at t~e pe!lets, not ignore tho11. 

Again, turf advocates are pushing lor these fie ds with .ittie rnforrralion about poten:iai long-lerm effects are or. tl~e you·1gest o· i'Jcs: vu!nerab e citizens ar•d our orvironmen ~ because it hasn't been fu:ly studied. 
In what country wi~h all tt1c freedom and spirit we have to engage. educate and :ry and provide tho ue::;l :.ves for 'JUrse:ves wou:a anyone find a remotely ~easonab'e to have artificial fields ;llaced in our parks and gree1 spaces tllroug1out the country and Pot give pause to the overali poten:ial of health and cr.vironmont ::oncems that are being rarsed by TOP healt1 experts iil the world? 

Our coun~ry spends miliions. if not bil lions, on various health causes each a['ld ever.; year f;om autlsm to ::ancer, but wrry are we not :nvesting funds to research a product that lays on the surface of our former na~u ·a. grass fie ds with these chemicals being exposed to chiidran, infants. pregnant women, ti1e aging, the disabled, a:1d the genera public? 

With all t e ;esources our country has we should invest time and energy into finding out exactly who might be vu!ncrabic. wilat cou!d occur short-iong term for al! users? Sut what is most important, if what we expect ·s t~ue that artificial •urf is toxic and harmful to people we begin a mass effort to educate the public and develop solutions to the potentiai prob'em. 

! have cnciosed a copy o' the EHHI's document, Synthetic Turf Exposures To Ground-Up Rubber Tires­Athletic Fields, Playgrounds, Gardening Mulch ('Jrnw.ehlli.orglreport.slturf(J and want to r£ ference on& .:>ieee, on the summary that speaks to the heart of my letter, 

"':':~er~ have been s ome studies done on the hea:th effects fro:n exposu.ros to t he .:::uober c.rurcl> material , b'-'t many of these studi.es present only part~al assessments o f the human h e alt h risk potential. In addition, ma:ly st:zdies have major data g a p s with respect to the chem:..cals released, as well as t he actua l l evel s of e xposures in humans ar.d. the e:~vironme:1t. 
e'rom the ava i l abl e informati on , it was found that tire crumbs contained volatile organic hydrocarbons (VOCs } with carcinogenic potential, which could ~e ext racted from t he crumbs in t he l aboratory . Eealth reports from workers in the r~bber fabrication i~dustry and in the rubber reclamation industry describe the presence of multiple volatile orgar.ic hyd.rocar~ons, semi ·vo:at::J..le hyci=oca:::bons, and other toxic elements in the air. Studies at ~ire reclamation si~es :epor~ the leaching of similar sets of chemicals into the qro~nd water. Occupational studies document a spectr~m of health effects, ranqinq from severe ski~, eye, and respiratory irritation to three forms of cancer.l 
~ne relationship between exposures affectinq the rubber workers and those experienced by people using athletic fields, or children in p:ayqrounds covere~ wit~ ground-up rubber tire ~~terial is not know~, but we do know that many of the same chemicals that rubber wor~ar$ ar.o e:cp~soci to are beir.g rel eased from the gro~.:nd-up :::J.bber tire crumbs. " 

Why a'e:1't we study;:1G these gap3? Is it a matter of vcicas as~ing for he p? Having a leader in your ro,e s:ar o Lp anc' adciiess the issue? s it funding? is ·t maybe that a ma.ority of tr.is co r t'Y 's unejucateo 
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about tile top:: and just simp!y cloes~'t know better (which I wou d have been irl that ca:egory a year ago) or 
is ii a huge corooratc macrine tr.a~ hods baek answei'ng t:le questions? ! 3~1 fu iy aware the questions 
may not ;;:ve R!lswers. 

Aga·n, I am aski··g you as a mot1er and c!octed o~c;a i o: a :ownship to please work :n 7i:lii!; in to1e 
gaos. Ht:lo :>;ir.g ~eso~rces thro:.ghc~rt t' !s co:.;. .ry ~ogether 3.'<i find answt~:s. -h·s isr'~ aoout:us: a ~:e.d 
tl1is is about ft.turo generations and the exposures :hat artificial fio!<is car affect this country's hea:t1 ana 
env!-o'l :11errL 

Please foilow through or the items outlinea in trte artie e datea Jecember 20' 3, More Studies Weeded on 
Artificiel Turf Fields, EPA says and heip advance efforts to see studies are done on wo:-nen, children, 
c:sablod, elde· y as we:l as ad athletes so everyone knows and understands ar·y risks :hat might be 
associatec wi·:~ usc or even close proximity of an artific1aily turf fie:d. 

P:ease have tJp rosea;ch experts study the other issues that impact turf which include r arne retardants that 
a·e row used or tt'e fields, dangers of plastics in heat and all env!ronmontc:! impacts associated with turf. 
Evei though i haver'l shared nuch of -ny concerns affecting the env:ronment I am equaliy concern ed 
about the watm runoff. impact on tile avera.! global c!imatc and the potertial of negative conseauences on 
the wild .1fe ir. our watOiway~. 

I nevei inagined I wouici feel so compelled tc write you. However I have found throughout my life that 
oeop!e before me stood up when they didn't see sometl1ing righ• and made my life and the Hie of my 
children bett9r. I needed to do a!! ~hat ! could to communicate my concerns about this issue and stand up 
aid say something. I certainly write in the spir!t of wanting to help in any way I .:an to see this issue 
aadressad nationally and hope that you will consider this issue as a top priority. 

I would aiso like to know your thoughts and feedback on the overall concerns I've outlined in this letter. As 
a community that hasn't stripped our natural grass for S1 + mill ion in artificia twf it would be imperative to 
know any opinion or informaticn you can provide. Thank you very much for your time. 

Sincerely yours, 

-<eily q, Fraasch 
Commissio'le·, Waid 5 
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